Severe bilateral fibrosing pleuritis associated with chronic chylothorax in five cats and two dogs.
Severe bilateral fibrosing pleuritis was diagnosed in 5 cats and 2 dogs with chronic chylothorax. All animals were dyspneic on initial examination and remained moderately to severely dyspneic after thoracentesis. Radiographic evidence of fibrosing pleuritis included rounded lung lobes and failure of the lungs to reexpand following effective pleural drainage. Fibrosing pleuritis was also suggested in several animals with radiographic evidence of pleural fluid, in which pleural fluid could not be retrieved. Macroscopically, the lung lobes of all animals were compressed and atelectatic to various degrees, and the pleura appeared to be diffusely thickened and roughened. In several animals, fibrous adhesions were found between the parietal and visceral pleura of some lobes. Lung lobes were markedly constricted and appeared as small, smooth, rounded hilar masses in 4 animals. Mild to moderate pulmonary edema was evident in 3 animals at necropsy. Six of the 7 animals died (2) or were euthanatized (4) within 72 hours after the diagnosis of fibrosing pleuritis. The fibrosing pleuritis developed in 1 animal with lymphoblastic lymphosarcoma and chylothorax after treatment via passive pleuroperitoneal drainage; this animal was euthanatized because of underlying neoplasia. One cat, in which decortication was performed and resulted in marked reexpansion of the lung lobes, died 4 hours after surgery with signs compatible with pulmonary edema. On the basis of our findings, we suggest that animals with chronic chylothorax are at risk to develop fibrosing pleuritis. Furthermore, animals with severe bilateral fibrosing pleuritis should be given extremely guarded prognoses.